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OP-06 Dog Policy

WHITEHORSE CROSS COUNTRY SKI CLUB POLICY

Policy Name: Dog Policy Number: OP-06

Policy Type: Operational Policy Amended: February 16, 2021

 
Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to:

 Promote responsible use of the trails and facilities by those who ski with dogs;

 Promote understanding between those who ski with dogs and those who do not;

 Define trails and areas where dogs are permitted and leash requirements;

 Outline procedures for responding to incidents regarding dog and owner behaviour;

 Limit WCCSC’s liability arising from incidents involving dogs.

This policy is part of the ski club’s General Health and Safety Statement.

Definitions

‘Owner’ means the person in charge of the dog while at the WCCSC facilities and trails.

‘Skijoring’ means skiing while being pulled by a dog in harness attached by a line to the skier.

Policy

The City of Whitehorse Animal Control Bylaw applies to all ski club trails and facilities at all times. 

All dogs On WCCSC trails and facilities must be licensed in accordance with City of Whitehorse 
requirements.

Owners must be able to gain control of their dogs at all times (e.g. should come when called) and 
owners must ensure their dog does not interfere with other skiers.

Owners must carry a leash at all times and must use it if they cannot gain control of their dog or if their 
dog is behaving aggressively.

Owners are responsible for their dogs’ behaviour.

Owners must not ski with dogs, either on or off leash, that have been declared dangerous by the City of 
Whitehorse or that are being investigated by the City for being a dangerous dog.

Owners must remove their dog’s waste and place the waste in a designated bin.

A person can ski with a maximum of two dogs. A group of skiers can ski with a maximum of four dogs. A 
person who is skijoring can do so with a maximum of one dog.

Dog-Designated Trails

The following trails (“dog-designated trails”) can be used while skiing with dogs: 

 Ski Chalet to Dog Trail trailhead (from Chalet to Stadium Ramp through tunnel – must be on 
leash) 

 Dog Trail (one way south from Dog parking lot to intersection with Sundog)
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 Sundog Trail (one-way north from intersection with Dog)

 Logan Burn Trail

 Lower and Upper Valley, and Connectors

 Copper Trail from Harvey's Hut to Copper Haul Road via Mordor

 Copper Haul Road

 Mt. McIntyre Ascent and Descent

 Jack Fraser Loop and Skyline Trail

Leashes are required in the following areas:

 in all parking lots, including the Dog parking lot;

 on the designated trail leading from the Chalet down the Stadium Sprint Ramp, through the 
tunnel to the Dog Trail trailhead at the Dog Parking Lot;

 in the area surrounding the Chalet. 

Leashes are optional on all other dog-designated trails. 

Rules for skijoring: 

 one dog per skier only;

 maintain a skier’s pace from the Dog Parking Lot to Harvey’s Hut;

 slow down and exercise caution when approaching skiers in either direction;

 maintain control of dog and prevent dog and line from interfering with other skiers and dogs. 

Violations of WCCSC’s dog policy should be reported to the club manager. The WCCSC reserves the right 
to ban problematic or aggressive dogs from the ski trails indefinitely. This includes dog attacks on people 
and/or other dogs. Dog bites of any kind are not tolerated.

Skiers are strongly encouraged to report violations involving dog bites or serious aggressive behavior to 
a City of Whitehorse Animal Control Officer by contacting City of Whitehorse Bylaw Services at 667-2111 
or email bylaw.services@whitehorse.ca 

Owners are strongly encouraged to certify their dogs under the Canine Good Neighbour Program 
available through the Yukon Kennel Club at yukonkennelclub@gmail.com.

Implementation

The Club Manager is charged with the implementation and day-to-day interpretation and 
implementation of this policy.


